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Leaving the school grounds

From the Principal
Visitors to the Fence
In recent weeks there have been a number
of instances in which students have
received things from visitors to the school
fence. Generally, this has been the parents
or guardians of students dropping off food
or other items. As you would probably
imagine, we don’t know every student’s
significant adult by sight. As a teacher on Playground Duty, all
we see is a risky interaction in which a student is receiving
something from an adult during school time. We cannot allow
this to happen. As parents and guardians, please ensure that
whenever you need to see your student during the school day
you access them through the school office. It is a matter of
safety.

Food deliveries to school
The school does not allow students to order food via delivery
services during the school day. For all of the safety reasons
outlined above, we cannot have adults delivering things to
students during the school day. As well as that, the school
is required to follow the Government’s Healthy Food plans.
If a student is seen receiving food deliveries during the day,
the food will be confiscated and returned to the students at
3.00pm. The P&C runs a school canteen which sells healthy
food choices at reasonable prices for students who don’t bring
their own lunch to school.

I have had a number of conversations with students who
appear to be under the misapprehension that they are allowed
to leave the school grounds during the school day. This is not
the case. Once a student has arrived at school for the day via
their usual transportation, they are then required to stay at the
school for the whole school day. The only way that a student
should leave during the school day is if a parent or guardian
has arrived to collect the student, or in some instances with a
signed, written note from the parent. Students may not leave to
access shops, get food or even to access their car which may
be parked outside of the school.
Rob Slater
Principal

Acknowledgement to Country
Welcome,
We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land
on which we meet today, the Wulgurukaba peoples and to the
surrounding custodians, the Bindal people.
We pay our respects to the elders, past, present and emerging
for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the
hopes of aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Thank you

Coming Events
Date
11/08

Event
P & C meeting

Date

Event

14/08

Cowboys home game

20/08

EALD Museum Excursion

20/08

ATSI Studies Camp

23/08

Book Week – Free dress day

30/08

Group Photos

03/09

Student Free Day

Message from our year 7 and 10 Deputy
Principal
It has been fantastic to see so many
students walking through the gates each
morning proudly wearing their uniform.
Parents/guardians and students all agree to
our uniform expectations upon enrolment,
and we like to maintain our high standards
in our school community. There are some
key aspects of the Uniform Policy that we
would like to remind all students and
families about:
Safety Standards: Specific requirements for footwear, hair,
fingernails and jewellery may be enforced as required by
Curriculum Activity Risk Management.

workplace. The uniform is part of what makes our school such
a great one and we appreciate your support in keeping our
standards high.
Throughout this term, we have been speaking constantly to
the year levels about keeping their attendance above 95%.
There are many reasons for this, but the main one is that there
is a clear link between increased attendance and improved
achievement. With this in mind, students are being strongly
encouraged to attend every day in order to ensure they are
giving themselves the best chance to succeed. Every day
counts, and its important students are attending to ensure the
best chance of success.

Message from our year 8 and 11 Deputy
Principal
Year 8 Camp
Last week, Year 8 students attended their
annual camp which was held at Mungalli
Falls. A fantastic time was had by all, and
students participated in a number of
activities that developed resilience, team
work and conflict resolution. The camp
fosters and builds relationships between
students that will continue for the remainder of their secondary
school life. Year 8 Year co-ordinator, Mrs Dowd must be
congratulated for organising such a fantastic camp.

Hair: Hair must be of a natural colour and be worn in a style
which meets school community standards.
Jewellery: If ears are pierced, two small plain sleepers or studs
may be worn in each earlobe. Piercings not in the lobe must be
discreet, small and clear.
• Total piercings per ear may not exceed two.
• One discreet, small and clear facial piercing.
• One plain cygnet-style ring.
• One simple necklace worn dangling inside the shirt.
• One plain bangle or bracelet, no wider than 1cm.

Attendance

• One wrist watch.

I am addressing my favourite subject again and speaking about
attendance. Regular school attendance is critical to academic
success. If your student is not at school, then they miss out on
valuable learning experiences which impacts upon their overall
achievement.

• Make-up: Noticeable make-up is not allowed.
Students are reminded that they will be asked to remove any
excess jewellery.
There may be extreme situations where a student is unable
to wear an aspect of the uniform. In this instance, advice via
email or note from a parent/guardian is required, explaining the
circumstances and the student will need to collect a Uniform
Pass from the front office as soon as they arrive on school
grounds. This pass can be shown to staff throughout the day
when questioned about the uniform. Incorrect uniform may lead
to consequences, such as detentions.
Our school uniform develops a sense of identity and cohesion
across the school and contributes to our strong culture of
learning. Maintaining high standards in our uniform
expectations then also aide in preparing our students for the
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Please do not keep your child away from school for…
• Birthdays
• Holidays
• Minding other children
• Hair cuts
Always try to make appointments with people like dentists or
doctors before or after school.
If your child has to stay away from school, it is important to
let the school know when your child will be away and why

your child was absent. This can be done by phone message or
written note.

Message from our year 9 and 12 Deputy
Principal
Year 12
Term 3 is crunch time for the seniors, they
are coming to the last hurdle of year 12 and
will be working hard to make sure they are
able to pass their subjects and have a QCE
on graduation. Mr Askin spoke to the year
12s about the requirement for attending
Formal and they are as follows

Students must have
• Paid their school fees. Any outstanding school fees
can be paid through on a payment plan. Please
speak to the office about arranging this.
• Returned all textbooks, uniforms and resources
borrowed through the year
• Have a suitable attendance rate

Important Information for All Parents
We have continued to have recent issues
with
parents
accessing
the
front
administration car park to drop off or collect
their child/children. Please note the sign on
the front gate which clearly states that THIS
IS NOT A PICK UP OR DROP OFF ZONE.
All pick up and drop offs must occur in the designated areas
(beside the school near the Chinese Club, along Boundary
Street in front of the school, in First Street behind Stanton
Lodge).
We value your child’s safety and request you adhere to the
designated pick up and drop off zones.

Message from our P&C
This Supercars have been and gone in a whirlwind 2 weekends.
The car parking fundraiser was a success - bringing in
$41,000.00 to the P&C.
Thank you to P&C members, staff and students who
volunteered by:

• Submitted all assessment

• waving lightsabers and directing cars

• Completed VSW to a satisfactory standard

• wielding the EFTPOS machine or issuing passes at
the gate

Formal is currently undergoing intense planning and in a similar
manner to 2020 will be impacted by COVID restrictions. Please
be assured we will work closely with The Ville to maximise
parent participation in the event. Please contact Braden Askin,
the year 12 Coordinator for any more information reading
formal.
Year 12s will have external exams from Monday the 25th of
October to Tuesday the 16th of November. Students and
parents can access this timetable at the link below:
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior/snr_ext_asses
s_timetable_2021.pdf
From Tuesday the 16th to Friday the 19th of November,
students will be involved in year level excursions, activities and
formal preparation with the final bell ceremony the 19th
November. Final Bell may also be impacted by COVID
restrictions and we will provide further advice when we can be
sure.

Year 9
Year 9’s have the opportunity to apply for a change to their
elective choice. This is a short window and they need to collect
a form from Mrs Nelson and have the formed signed by a
parent or guardian. There are only a few spots available, and
the electives changes are based on first in best dressed. Please
contact Mrs Nelson if you need more information regarding an
elective subject change.

• Organising light towers, line markings, temporary
bollards
• Organising volunteer shifts
• There’s quite a list!
Thank you to the canteen for making sure there were ample
refreshments for volunteers (did you know that the P&C operate
the canteen and employ canteen staff?).
The $41,000 raised from car parking can be put back into the
school (more on that in a later newsletter).
It’s been mentioned before that this is the main P&C fundraiser
- so what does the P&C fundraise for?
In the last couple of years the P&C has provided the funds for
new curtains in the hall, a new data projector, blazers for the
school captains, student bursaries, new musical instruments,
student and group subsidies to attend sporting, cultural or other
team events, a walk-in freezer in the canteen and more!
You can read more about the P&C here on the Town High
website.
We’re a friendly bunch of parents, carers, past students and
community minded people that meet on the second
Wednesday of the month, during term. Make time to pop along
to a meeting - everyone welcome.

Townsville State High School Facebook
Page
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Our Facebook page has been active since 2015 and it is terrific
to see the amount of content about our students and school
programs appearing on the site and being updated on a daily
basis. To view the page and post a message, please access via
this link and once on the page, hit ‘like’
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Townsville-State-High-Sch
ool-EQ/1491398364460754?ref=bookmarks
We are following a clear and strict set of guidelines related to
Facebook usage by schools and our ‘gatekeepers’ are currently
doing a fantastic job of monitoring content!

QParents Registration
Thank you to those parents/caregivers who have registered
for ‘QParents’, which is a secure online parent portal. The
online portal allows you to electronically notify the school of
any student absence, check on the attendance and behaviour
of your child, view a student’s current timetable and subjects,
update contact details and receive any accounts for payment.

Office. Your prompt assistance with explanation of absences
will be greatly appreciated.

PROCEDURES FOR LATE ARRIVAL/
EARLY DEPARTURE
Should a student arrive late to school, a letter of
explanation or a note in their Student Diary from the
student’s parent/caregiver is required. This letter or note
must be presented to the Administration Office if the
student is arriving at school after 9:00am.
If there is a need to collect your student from school early,
you must do so via the front office and sign your student
out. A note should be written in your student’s Diary and
the student then presents the note to the Administration
Office before school. A Leave Request slip will be given.
The student will show this to their teacher when they
need to leave the class.
Lunch passes will NOT be approved. This applies to
students of all year levels.
Students who feel unwell at school must first report to
the class teacher who will direct them to the
Administration Office with a note to this effect. During
morning or lunch time recesses, students should report
directly to the Office.
Facilities for housing sick students are limited. Sick bay
is used as a holding station only. Your student needs to
know a contact number so that we can phone parents
and send students home as quickly as possible.

Message from the Senior Schooling
Department
Important Notice for Senior Students

THE SYSTEM IS EXCELLENT AND HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED TO YOU!
All parents/caregivers should have received a mail package and
emails about how to complete registration. Please contact the
office if you need any support to register.

From the Rolls Office
Student absences are to be explained by a parent/caregiver
to the Administration Staff stating the reason and dates of
absence. This may be done by phoning the school on 4721
8777
or
4721
8709
or
by
emailing
absencesadmin@townsvilleshs.eq.edu.au
Student absences of three or more days due to illness require
a medical certificate. Medical Certificates should be emailed to
the above email address or hand delivered to the Administration
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Students on their P’s are not permitted to transport other
students unless they are siblings. Given concerns from the
school community, students are not to park within the
school grounds, and must find alternative and suitable
parking elsewhere. Students must also not leave school
grounds during the day. Failure to follow this policy could result
in school disciplinary action. The safety and wellbeing of all
students is a priority for our school. If you have any questions
regarding this policy please see Ms Maynard.

Unique Student Identifier (USI)
From 1 January 2015, the Australian Government requires all
students studying Vocational Education and Training (VET) to
have a Unique Student Identifier (USI). This includes students
who are studying VET in schools. Townsville State High School
must have a valid USI for a student before issuing a qualification
or statement of attainment.
What is a USI?
From 2015, anyone undertaking a Vocational Education and
Training course (e.g. through TAFE or other training providers,

but not University) will need to have a "Unique Student
Identifier" (USI) - this is a bit like an account number made up of
letters and numbers and is allocated to you. It is used to identify
you when undertaking any vocational training.
This USI allows you to login to your training account and see
all your training records and the results of all your courses. You
can also print out all your results to take to an employer when
you are applying for a job or to any training provider when you
are doing any additional courses.
You should have this Unique Student Identifier before you can
commence any courses and must have it to obtain your
certification or statement of attainment. If you don't already
have one, you can create one at the link below:
http://www.usi.gov.au/
At Townsville SHS we will be assisting students with the
application for their USI. Students’ must provide suitable
identification through one of the following:
• Driver’s licence
• Medicare card
• Birth Certificate (Australian) — please note a birth
certificate extract is not sufficient
• Australian Passport
• Visa (with Non-Australian Passport) for international
students
• Certificate Of Registration By Descent
• Citizenship Certificate
• ImmiCard

types of identification that will be required by the
learner
• Students apply at the school during a set class time
with the assistance of the staff
• Students will record their USI and provide the
number to the teacher using the USI Collection and
Verification form
• The school verifies the USI via the website
www.usi.gov.au
• The school records the USI, inputs this information
into the Student Management System or record in
the USI Register

Message from the EALD Department
Students see their work exhibited at the Strand
Ephemera 2021
On Saturday July 24th, some of our Year 8 – 10 students
were given a guided tour of art works by artist Jo Stacey at
the Strand Ephemera 2021. They were also able to view their
own art works produced as a result of their participation in
the Kaleidoscope Art Project run by the same artist. Jo was
generous with her time and engaged students to reflect on
their own reactions to different art works. They each had their
favourites however, the Kaleidoscope of butterflies, including
the ones they made, was a definite winner in their eyes. Jake
Green, Berthe Ronelyam, Alphonsine Ildephonse, Anjelani
Ramazani and Hapsatou Saleh are pictured with Jo Stacey at
the Kaleidoscope Art Project installation.

Each learner at Townsville State High School will either be
required to provide their existing USI (if not already on record
at the RTO) or apply for a USI. Students can access the USI
Fact Sheets from the school’s web page and also the school’s
curriculum network.
Each student who enrols in a VET course will need to complete
the following:
Action 1. The student applies for a USI at home
• The school sends home information about the USI
and what the process will be for application and
provision through Newsletters and Parent Information
letters
• Students obtain a USI at home via the website
www.usi.gov.au

Message from the English Department

• The student provides the USI to the school using the
USI Collection and Verification form
• The school verifies the USI via the website
www.usi.gov.au
• The school records the USI, inputs this information
into the Student Management System or record in
the USI Register
Action 2. The student applies for a USI at the school
• The school sends home information about the USI
and what the process will be for application and the
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Message from the English Department

Town High is super excited to invite all staff and students to
take part in 2021 Book Week in week seven! This year’s theme
is “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds” which opens up the
possibilities.
On Monday 23rd August, we will hold a Free Dress Day where
students and staff can show off their amazing outfits. Don’t
stress if you don’t want to costume up, but be sure to vote for
your favourite costume on the day!

Message from Student Support Services

Townsville State High School Student
Dress Code
Below we have set out the rules on the school’s uniform policy
as per the Student Diary. We expect all students to have the
correct attire. If you have any concerns please contact the
relevant Deputy Principal.
Students not in a uniform are to carry a dated explanatory
note from home and must have this note signed by the Tag
teacher or Senior Administration.

Uniform for Senior Students
Please note it is compulsory for all students in Years 10, 11 &
12 to wear the senior shirt, no polo shirts are acceptable.

Smoking Banned 5 Metres Around School
Grounds
Smoking any tobacco products or using an electronic
cigarette within five metres of any state or private school
grounds has been banned. This applies before, during
and after school hours as well as over weekends and
school holidays.
On the spot fines can be issued by environmental health
officers, police or other officers authorised by the local
government to anyone found in breach of this legislation.
The ban does not extend to businesses or residences
that share a property boundary with a school.
Smokers are asked to put out your cigarette and dispose
of the litter thoughtfully well before you reach the school
boundary.
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/public-health/topics/atod/
tobacco-laws/education
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2020 Canteen Price List

Link and Launch

Link and Launch Year 13
Got a plan for after school with work and study?
Leaving school after graduation from Year 12 can be both
exciting and scary. There are many opportunities for study,
work and training, but it can be confusing to work out what you
want to do and how to make it happen.

Link and Launch is a school-based program that is here to
help you start, stay on track, get support and see results for a
successful post-school transition.
Your local Townsville State High School Link and Launch
Manager is Andy Slater. She will assist you to navigate a range
of post-school education, training and work options in line with
your individual goals, aspirations, skills and strengths.

Want some help?
The new Link and Launch program can help you find out what
is available and how to get there. Through Link and Launch, we
can help you weigh up your options and work with you until you
are successfully linked to your future pathway.

Who can attend?
You can! As a recent Year 12 graduate (past two years), if you
are looking for support to enrol in further study or training or if
you can’t find a job, you may be eligible to join the program.

Get a plan now!
To make an appointment to discuss how Andy can help,
contact:
Andy Slater
Email – aslat47@eq.edu.au
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