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From the Principal
I am so proud of our school and the
opportunities that it provides for students.
We’ve just been involved in the inter-school
cross country and received positive
feedback from members of the public who
were there about our excellent behaviour.
We’ve got the school musical coming up
very soon, and lots of talent will be
showcased. Of course, our core business is
learning, and visits to classrooms are showing some amazing
experiences.
There are so many good things that happen in this school,
but no school is perfect. There are things that we all need to
improve upon, and that fits perfectly with our school motto In
Meliora Contende – Strive for better things, as I discussed
in the last newsletter. There are two things that we, as a school
community, really need to work together on. The first is our
attendance rates, and the second is the number of fights that a
very small number of students have engaged in recently.
At the time of writing this article, our attendance rate is sitting
at 84.7%. That’s really not good. The school needs the support
of parents and guardians to ensure that students are attending
school. Unfortunately, since I mentioned this in our last
newsletter our school attendance has decreased. Absence
from school negatively impacts on student learning.
I try not to focus on negative behaviours because it can be
sensationalised and drags the focus away from the hundreds
and hundreds of our students who do the right thing. At the
same time, we can’t ignore something that’s becoming an
issue. We have 845 students enrolled at the school, and this

Email: the.principal@townsvilleshs.eq.edu.au
Phone: 07 4721 8777
Fax: 07 4721 8700

year so far, I have recommended the exclusion of ten. Every
one of the ten was due to violence. A significant proportion of
the students who have been suspended this year have also
been for violence. It seems timely to suggest this with the State
of Origin happening in Townsville, but I question how many
people will hope that a fight may happen on the field? How
many people are accessing Instagram sites that show fights?
Violence is never acceptable. There are no ifs, buts or maybes.
Violence is never acceptable.
Our school community always pulls together. It is one of the
things I love about this place. Let’s all keep striving for better
things and work together to address our issues.
Rob Slater
Principal

Acknowledgement to Country
Welcome,
We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land
on which we meet today, the Wulgurukaba peoples and to the
surrounding custodians, the Bindal people.
We pay our respects to the elders, past, present and emerging
for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the
hopes of aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Thank you

Coming Events
Date
16/06

Event
P & C Meeting at 6pm

Date

Event

18/06

Cowboys Home Game

25/06

Final day of term 2

Your child’s year level coordinators are also a great contact
if you are experiencing any problems with getting your child
to school, or any other issues. Please free to contact Jasmin
Hampton, the year 7 coordinator on jfole65@eq.edu.au or Emily
Chapman, the year 10 coordinator on elcha0@eq.edu.au.
See you all in term 3!

Message from our year 7 and 10 Deputy
Principal
It is hard to believe that we are nearly
halfway through the term. Our Year 7s have
grown and matured over the semester and
the Year 7 team are very proud of the
cohort. The year 10s have settled into their
life as senior students, and are only just 6
months away from tackling their ATAR
subjects in year 11. How quickly time goes
by! It is very important that the year 10s are
working hard to ensure that all the subject pathways are open
to them in 2022.
Over the past four weeks, we have been focusing on
attendance. We have been talking to our Year 7s and 10s
about being “on time” for class and coming to school every
day as well as learning, and allowing others to learn. Going
to school every day is the single most important part of your
child’s education. Students learn new things at school every
day. Attending and participating in school will help your child
develop important skills and knowledge to help them learn,
social and emotional skills such as good communication,
resilience and team work.
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day
a student does not attend school puts them behind. Under
Queensland law, you must make sure your child of school age
is enrolled and attends school all day, every school day unless
they have an acceptable reason. Illness, doing work experience
or competing in a school sporting event are acceptable reasons
for being absent from school. Avoid keeping your child away
from school for birthdays, shopping, visiting family and friends,
if they sleep in, looking after other children, minor check-ups or
care such as haircuts. Organise routine medical or other health
appointments, if possible, before, after school, or during the
school holidays.

What can you do to help your child attend school:
• Talk to your child about school and how important it
is to attend every day
• You can ask them how they feel about school, what
they like and if there are any problems
• have a set time to do homework and go to bed
• leave all technology out of their bedroom
• pack their school bag the night before with
everything they need
• have a set time for breakfast
• Help your child to plan to meet up with a friend so
they can travel to school together
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Message from our year 8 and 11 Deputy
Principal
Year 8 Camp
The 2021 Year 8 camp is fast approaching
and is scheduled for week 4 next term. The
camp is designed to challenge students to
take
on
new
and
independent
responsibilities, and to help them find small
personal achievements and positive
thinking that they can execute in their own
personal lives. The camp is easily the highlight of the year for
our students and is so vital for the Year 8 cohort to re-affirm old
friendships and to build new ones with new students to our
school. Unfortunately, due to Co-vid restrictions it was
cancelled last year, so I am really looking forward to seeing the
camp resume this year. The camp really does set up our
wellbeing program for the remainder of the year and provides
students with a positive experience that they can use to their
benefit when facing more challenges in the future. I encourage
all Year 8 students to take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity.

Year 11
As we move into the final 3 weeks of Term 2, we are keeping
a close eye on our Year 11 students’ progress. As students
complete unit one of their subjects and receive their results,
there may be some students who are considering subject
changes. To assist both students and parents understand the
intricacies of the QCE, I thought it might be timely to explain
some of the QCE rules.
One element of the QCE rules that can be confusing is the rule
of Core and Completed Core. Core subjects are any school
subject or a Certificate 2 or 3 course. Completed Core refers
to a student’s passing of all 4 units of a school subject or
competing the Certificate 2 or 3 course. A student must gain
12 points from Completed Core to be eligible for a QCE. If
a student completes Unit 1, 3 and 4 of a subject at a pass
level, but fails Unit 2 these points can still contribute to the total
points accrued, but they cannot contribute to Completed Core
points. Ongoing Case Management of students is ensuring that
all students are closely monitored to ensure this is taking place,
but please feel free to contact the School Guidance Officers if
you would like to discuss further.

Message from our year 9 and 12 Deputy
Principal
As we approach the end of Semester One,
our Year 12 Students are working with their
teachers to determine how ‘on track’ they
are to achieving their QCE (Queensland
Certificate of Education).
In order to be awarded their QCE, students
must earn 20 points, across units 1-4. Units
1 and 2 are delivered in year 11 and 3 and4
in year twelve. Twelve of the 20 points must be from ‘Core’
subjects which are studied across the two-year period. They
must also pass a unit of English and Mathematics to earn their
Literacy and Numeracy ‘ticks.
Currently, our year 12 students are working with their teachers
and their Year Coordinator, Mr Askin, to determine how they
are tracking in each subject and what they need to do to ensure
they earn the points necessary to be awarded a QCE at the end
of 2021.
Shortly you will receive your students report card. This provides
you with information regarding how they went in Internal
Assessment (IA1). If you student has been awarded a grade of
‘C’ or better then they are ‘on track’. If not, I encourage you to
speak to their teacher and determine what they need to do in
order to bring their result up to a pass.
Please don’t hesitate to contact myself or Mr Askin with any
questions you may have.

of cash coming to the school in the coming year. Our goal
is $50,000 to $70,000 for the year. This is in addition to the
$50,000 plus we achieve at the Supercars. To do this, the P &
C is looking for volunteers from both parents and students to
supervise the car park.
Already the P&C is spending a significant amount of money in
the school which will be of direct benefit to the whole school
community.
We are also looking for volunteers to help with V8 parking from
the 9th to the 11th of July.
YOUR ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED. If you are available to assist,
please contact the school on 47218777 with you name and
contact details. Thank you in advance for helping out our
school.
Jo Greske P&C President

Townsville State High School Facebook
Page

Our Facebook page has been active since 2015 and it is terrific
to see the amount of content about our students and school
programs appearing on the site and being updated on a daily
basis. To view the page and post a message, please access via
this link and once on the page, hit ‘like’
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Townsville-State-High-Sch
ool-EQ/1491398364460754?ref=bookmarks
We are following a clear and strict set of guidelines related to
Facebook usage by schools and our ‘gatekeepers’ are currently
doing a fantastic job of monitoring content!

QParents Registration
Important Information for All Parents
We have continued to have recent issues
with
parents
accessing
the
front
administration car park to drop off or collect
their child/children. Please note the sign on
the front gate which clearly states that THIS
IS NOT A PICK UP OR DROP OFF ZONE.

Thank you to those parents/caregivers who have registered
for ‘QParents’, which is a secure online parent portal. The
online portal allows you to electronically notify the school of
any student absence, check on the attendance and behaviour
of your child, view a student’s current timetable and subjects,
update contact details and receive any accounts for payment.

All pick up and drop offs must occur in the designated areas
(beside the school near the Chinese Club, along Boundary
Street in front of the school, in First Street behind Stanton
Lodge).
We value your child’s safety and request you adhere to the
designated pick up and drop off zones.

Message from our P&C
The P & C has finalised an agreement with the Cowboys for
game day parking. These events WILL see a significant amount
3

Lunch passes will NOT be approved. This applies to
students of all year levels.
Students who feel unwell at school must first report to
the class teacher who will direct them to the
Administration Office with a note to this effect. During
morning or lunch time recesses, students should report
directly to the Office.
Facilities for housing sick students are limited. Sick bay
is used as a holding station only. Your student needs to
know a contact number so that we can phone parents
and send students home as quickly as possible.

Message from the Senior Schooling
Department
Important Notice for Senior Students
THE SYSTEM IS EXCELLENT AND HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED TO YOU!
All parents/caregivers should have received a mail package and
emails about how to complete registration. Please contact the
office if you need any support to register.

From the Rolls Office
Student absences are to be explained by a parent/caregiver
to the Administration Staff stating the reason and dates of
absence. This may be done by phoning the school on 4721
8777
or
4721
8709
or
by
emailing
absencesadmin@townsvilleshs.eq.edu.au
Student absences of three or more days due to illness require
a medical certificate. Medical Certificates should be emailed to
the above email address or hand delivered to the Administration
Office. Your prompt assistance with explanation of absences
will be greatly appreciated.

PROCEDURES FOR LATE ARRIVAL/
EARLY DEPARTURE
Should a student arrive late to school, a letter of
explanation or a note in their Student Diary from the
student’s parent/caregiver is required. This letter or note
must be presented to the Administration Office if the
student is arriving at school after 9:00am.
If there is a need to collect your student from school early,
you must do so via the front office and sign your student
out. A note should be written in your student’s Diary and
the student then presents the note to the Administration
Office before school. A Leave Request slip will be given.
The student will show this to their teacher when they
need to leave the class.

Students on their P’s are not permitted to transport other
students unless they are siblings. Given concerns from the
school community, students are not to park within the
school grounds, and must find alternative and suitable
parking elsewhere. Students must also not leave school
grounds during the day. Failure to follow this policy could result
in school disciplinary action. The safety and wellbeing of all
students is a priority for our school. If you have any questions
regarding this policy please see Ms Maynard.

Unique Student Identifier (USI)
From 1 January 2015, the Australian Government requires all
students studying Vocational Education and Training (VET) to
have a Unique Student Identifier (USI). This includes students
who are studying VET in schools. Townsville State High School
must have a valid USI for a student before issuing a qualification
or statement of attainment.
What is a USI?
From 2015, anyone undertaking a Vocational Education and
Training course (e.g. through TAFE or other training providers,
but not University) will need to have a "Unique Student
Identifier" (USI) - this is a bit like an account number made up of
letters and numbers and is allocated to you. It is used to identify
you when undertaking any vocational training.
This USI allows you to login to your training account and see
all your training records and the results of all your courses. You
can also print out all your results to take to an employer when
you are applying for a job or to any training provider when you
are doing any additional courses.
You should have this Unique Student Identifier before you can
commence any courses and must have it to obtain your
certification or statement of attainment. If you don't already
have one, you can create one at the link below:
http://www.usi.gov.au/
At Townsville SHS we will be assisting students with the
application for their USI. Students’ must provide suitable
identification through one of the following:
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• Driver’s licence
• Medicare card
• Birth Certificate (Australian) — please note a birth
certificate extract is not sufficient
• Australian Passport
• Visa (with Non-Australian Passport) for international
students
• Certificate Of Registration By Descent
• Citizenship Certificate
• ImmiCard
Each learner at Townsville State High School will either be
required to provide their existing USI (if not already on record
at the RTO) or apply for a USI. Students can access the USI
Fact Sheets from the school’s web page and also the school’s
curriculum network.
Each student who enrols in a VET course will need to complete
the following:
Action 1. The student applies for a USI at home
• The school sends home information about the USI
and what the process will be for application and
provision through Newsletters and Parent Information
letters
• Students obtain a USI at home via the website
www.usi.gov.au
• The student provides the USI to the school using the
USI Collection and Verification form

HOD Humanities and LWB. I have been at Townsville SHS
since 2012. I am really looking forward to working with the
amazing Humanities staff to excite students at our school about
our world.
What are your children learning about?
Year 7’s - unit focuses on examining the many uses of water,
the ways it is perceived and valued, its different forms as a
resource, the ways it connects places as it moves through the
environment, its varying availability in time and across space,
and its scarcity.
The Year 8’s - unit focuses on investigating geomorphology
through a study of landscapes and their landforms. This unit
examines the processes that shape individual landforms, the
values and meanings placed on landforms and landscapes
by diverse cultures, hazards associated with landscapes, and
management of landscapes.
The Year 9’s - unit focuses on the Industrial Revolution and
how new ideas and technological developments contributed to
change in this period. The students will explore inventions that
came from the Industrial Revolution between 1750 and 1901
and present the significance of these developments to their
peers.
The Year 10’s – unit focuses on World War 2 and students are
expected to analyse and interpret sources about the Kokoda
military campaign. Students will argue by selecting and using
information from these sources as evidence to support
conclusions about the Japanese retreat/withdrawal during the
Kokoda campaign.

• The school verifies the USI via the website
www.usi.gov.au
• The school records the USI, inputs this information
into the Student Management System or record in
the USI Register
Action 2. The student applies for a USI at the school
• The school sends home information about the USI
and what the process will be for application and the
types of identification that will be required by the
learner
• Students apply at the school during a set class time
with the assistance of the staff
• Students will record their USI and provide the
number to the teacher using the USI Collection and
Verification form
• The school verifies the USI via the website
www.usi.gov.au
• The school records the USI, inputs this information
into the Student Management System or record in
the USI Register

Message from the Humanities
Department
I wanted to take the opportunity to introduce myself and what
is happening in Humanities. My name is Jordana Murphy I am
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Message from the Inclusive Education
Department

Message from the Technologies
Department

butterflies’. This project is a collaboration between Townsville
secondary students, local artist Jo Stacey, and Townsville City
Galleries. For three Tuesday afternoons this term under the
guidance of Jo, our students cut out, painted and assembled
butterflies modelled on those found in our local environment. Jo
Stacey’s vision is for hundreds of butterflies to be floating in the
trees as part of the Strand Ephemera 2021 from July 17th –
25th July. Make sure you get to the Strand in July to check it
out.

Message from the Sports Coordinator
The skies had parted, the dew had settled and the course was
ready to go. The students fastened their laces and marched
to Bicentennial Park for a day of strong competition. Schools
from all around had gathered for the Interschool Cross Country.
In the blistering heat, the students from Townsville State High
School ran with pride and determination. It was a great day
where school spirit shone so bright I had to wear my shades. I
couldn't be prouder of each and every student who participated
on the day.
Thanks,
Mr Briggs

Message from the Arts Department
Butterfly Beauty in the Arts Department
Do you know what the collective term for butterflies is? Well,
some of our Year 8 – 10 students learned this and more
when they participated in the Strand Ephemera Kaleidoscope
Art Project. Yes, the collective term is, ‘a kaleidoscope of
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Message from the EALD Department

TROPICS

SENIOR EALD
Mr Osman and myself will be talking to all Year 11 & 12 students
over the next few weeks to monitor their Academic
achievement and progress. We are here to support your studies
where possible.
The following strategies may be used to help you achieve your
optimal grade:
• Attend the Homework Club at Townsville State High
School Library offered every Wednesday and
Thursdays 3-4pm
• Write down when all of your assessments are due in
your diary

Student Support Services

• Design a study plan. You should be studying at least
2-3 hours per day, even on the weekend!
• Be prepared for class, ask questions to your
teachers, be alert in class and write clear notes so
you may go back and read them.
• Read the feedback your receive from your teachers,
make corrections and then double check you are
correct.
• Study in a group –it won’t feel as lonely knowing
other people have the same challenges as you.
If you need any assistance please feel free to see me at Lower
E Block Staffroom
Mrs Hampton
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CLONTARF

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/public-health/topics/atod/
tobacco-laws/education

2020 Canteen Price List

Townsville State High School Student
Dress Code
Below we have set out the rules on the school’s uniform policy
as per the Student Diary. We expect all students to have the
correct attire. If you have any concerns please contact the
relevant Deputy Principal.

Link and Launch

Students not in a uniform are to carry a dated explanatory
note from home and must have this note signed by the Tag
teacher or Senior Administration.

Uniform for Senior Students
Please note it is compulsory for all students in Years 10, 11 &
12 to wear the senior shirt, no polo shirts are acceptable.

Smoking Banned 5 Metres Around School
Grounds
Smoking any tobacco products or using an electronic
cigarette within five metres of any state or private school
grounds has been banned. This applies before, during
and after school hours as well as over weekends and
school holidays.
On the spot fines can be issued by environmental health
officers, police or other officers authorised by the local
government to anyone found in breach of this legislation.
The ban does not extend to businesses or residences
that share a property boundary with a school.
Smokers are asked to put out your cigarette and dispose
of the litter thoughtfully well before you reach the school
boundary.
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Link and Launch Year 13
Got a plan for after school with work and study?
Leaving school after graduation from Year 12 can be both
exciting and scary. There are many opportunities for study,
work and training, but it can be confusing to work out what you
want to do and how to make it happen.

Link and Launch is a school-based program that is here to
help you start, stay on track, get support and see results for a
successful post-school transition.

Your local Townsville State High School Link and Launch
Manager is Andy Slater. She will assist you to navigate a range
of post-school education, training and work options in line with
your individual goals, aspirations, skills and strengths.

Want some help?
The new Link and Launch program can help you find out what
is available and how to get there. Through Link and Launch, we
can help you weigh up your options and work with you until you
are successfully linked to your future pathway.

Who can attend?
You can! As a recent Year 12 graduate (past two years), if you
are looking for support to enrol in further study or training or if
you can’t find a job, you may be eligible to join the program.

Get a plan now!
To make an appointment to discuss how Andy can help,
contact:
Andy Slater
Email – aslat47@eq.edu.au
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